
Theory of change
Children and Youth in 
Migration Programme

By 2030, children and youth affected by migration (CYAM)  
are treated with equity and dignity, realise their right to be protected  

along all stages of their migration and seize development opportunities

CYAM effectively access 
appropriate and quality 

services for their protection 
and their development

Social, legal and policy 
frameworks positively address 

CYAM’s rights and needs  
at local, national, regional  

and global levels

Formal and informal actors 
ensure together that CYAM  

access their rights along  
all stages of their journeys

CYAM, formal and informal  
actors’ capacities 

strengthened

Formal and informal actors  
coordinated all along  

CYAM journeys

CYAM integrated  
in formal and informal 

mechanisms

CYAM as actors  
of their protection 
and development

State, regional and global bodies 
influenced by Destination  
Unknown Campaign (DUC)

Prevention 
Protection along displacement 

Protection of children left behind 
(Re)integration

Services strengthened  
and adequate  

(accessibility, quantity, quality)

Positive changes 
in the narrative on 

CYAM and migration

CYAM led initiatives 
valued and supported

Alliance building 
and coordination

Assumptions

How we will make change happen

Capacity Building  
and systems strengthening 

Access to Services and Social Inclusion 

Public mobilization  
and Multilevel Advocacy work 

Youth Empowerment 

Focus on urban areas and on community level

Evidence-based and Innovation Driven 

Multi-sectorial Partnership 

Pro-activeness and influencing donors 

A holistic and multidisciplinary approach  
is needed to deal with CYAM issues

Social and digital innovation  
will improve connection, coordination  

and valuable information

A better management and governance  
of integration issues in urban settings  

will impact CYAM issues

Valuing and integrating CYAM  
as agents of their own  

protection and development is key


